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Question thus negatived.

BILL-ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER
AGREEMAE-NT A,IIIENDMEBNT.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

House adjourned at 10.19 p.

2Legw!6att,0e Council,
Tuesday, 9th October, 192.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.31)
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-SINKING FUND PA I!-
MAtNTS.

Ecu., .. W, KIRWAN asked the Minister
for Edecation: 1, In view of the fact that
the payments into the sinking fund for 1920-
21. amounted to £792,738, andi for 1921-22 to.-
£728,596, will hie givre details of the items
responsible for the reduction of the payments
f or 1922-23 to £410,891? 2, Can lie give
an estimate of the probable total payments
into the sinking fund for the current finan-
cial year?

The 2MNISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The figures stated represent the
net increase in the Sinking Fund, and not the
paymnents into the fund. (See Budget Re-
turn No. 13). The differoee between the
amiouint of £728,596 for 1921-22 and £410,891
for 1.922-23 is due to the following:-Re-
demption of local Inscribed Stodk, 1st .ia~u-
ary, 1923, 115,707; reduced contributions
from Revenue, £79,811; decrease in discount
on purchases of stocks for investment, less
increase in interest, £34,187; total, £317,705.
2, The paynment of contributions from Re-
venue into Sinking Fund for the current finan-
cial year is estimated to be £E227,0537, but the
earnings of the food cannot be stated.

MIINISTFJRIAL STAT EMENT - DEb[CT
AND SINKING FUND PAYMENTS.

The MINUSTER -FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing-South-West) [4.36]: With your
permission, Mr. President, I desire to make
a n exlplanation tearing on the answers
Just given to 'Mr. Kirwan's questions. There
seenis to be seime misunderstanding with re-
gard to the very important subject raised by
the lion, member in his speech on the second
reading of the Supply Bill, and also by the
questions Which he has asked to-day) and
which I have just answered. The matter is
perfectly clear to me, and I hnpe it will be
clear to hon. members after I have made this
explanation as to the position of thle sinking
fund. I think I was under some isgapprehen-
sion when the hon. member spoke on the Sup-
ply Bill. I thought he was under the impres-
sion that the position of thu deficit was in
some measure due to the sinking fund. Such
is not the case. His reniarks led ine to -be-
lieve that lie inferred that wve had not paid
the statutory amount of annual contributions.
into the sinking fund for 1922-23, and that
the deficit hiad beeni reduced accordingly.

Hon. .1. W. Kirwan: I never weant any-
thing of the ]kind.

The MINISTER FOR. EDUCATION:
TIhat was the impression OIL my mindl at the
time. If the Grovernuient pay the statutory
amoont into the sinking fund each year, that
is all they are reqnired to pay in cash. The
other portion of the sinking fund is made uip
in various wars, which perhaps are better
known to hion. members than to me.

Honi. J. IV. Kirwan: The Minister cannot
be under oily such impression if he reads my
speech.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATiON:
This is what the lion. member said-

The amount paid into sinking fund in
1921-22 was £728,000, and the amount in
1922-23 wvas £410,000. The difference in
the two years was £318,000, whereas the
decrease in the deficit was £327,000.

That statement conveyed to my mind that to
the extent of £327,000 the Government had not
made the full payments to the sinking fund,
and that therefore the deficit should he in-
creased by that amonnt.
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Hon. J. W. Kirwan. My speech certainly
does not convey that meaning at nll.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It conveyed that rilpressioii fit in. The,
lion, member continued-

Thus we are able to realise how the wonder-
fuli decrease in the deficit has been brought
about. That reduction looks very nice on,
paper, but when we examine the details, it
fines not seem so rosy.

No decrearse whatever in the deficit has been
brought about by such means. Although L
accept -Mr. Kirwan's statement, lW3 speech at
tile time certainly conveyed to my mnind that
lie was uinder the impression that the deficit.
hadl been unduly ieduccd byv reason of nion-
payments to the sinking fund. I want. to
point out to thle hon. member that thle position
is, in fact, different from that which he laid
before the House. Hie evidently has based his
contention upon return No. 13 of the returns
accompanying the Budget Statement.

lion. J1. W. Kirwvan : I was under no
uisapprelisiun with regard to the matter.

The MINISTER FOR. EDUCATION:
The hion. member conveyed to iny mind that
lie was under the impress3ion that the deficit
had been unduly reduced because the Gov-
ernment had not paid into the sinking fund[
the amount of cash which should have been
paid into it last year.

lRon. A. Lovekin : You paid in ai dimin-
ished amount.

Thme I-NISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The matter is quite easily explained. M\r.
Hirwan talked -about the reduction in the
deficit of £327,000 for which I took credit,
so far as thle Government are concerned, as
being an improvement onl the figures for the
previous year. Now, while the lion. umeumber
would infer that the deficit was reduced be.
cause of payments not b~eing made into the
sinking fund, the only possible way in which
thle deficit could thus he affected would be
in connection with cash payments by the
Treasury into the sinking fund. I want hion.
members to be clear on that point. So far as
I see, there is no relation of ny value at all
between the deficit and the sinking fund.

Ron. A. Lovekin: But you paid into the
sinking fund less than the year before by
substantially the amount of this reduction.

The MA IN IS T ER FOR EDUCATION:
Not at all. When I have gone into the figures
lion, members will mee what was the cash paid
by the Treasury into the sinking fund, and
I say that that amount is the only possible
relation between the sinking fund and the
deficit. Anything else that affects the sink-
ing fund is a totally different thing.

Hon. .1. W. Kirwan: Surely the decrease in
the sinking fund affects the State's financial
position.

The MIlNISTER FOR EDUCATTON,. The
hon. member is side-tracking the question.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Cant the Minister deny
thati

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Of course I do not deny it. But there are

reasons for the decrease which have not been
explained by the lion. member to the House.

lion. J1. NW. Kirwan: But dtoes act that
watter affect the Inaucial position seriously!

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
lion, member said there was an imp~'ovenent
of £E327,000 last year ever the preceding year,
and I said that was a splendid achievement
on the part of the Government. The lion.
nieinber takes exception to that statement of
mnine, because he says that the cotributions
to the sinking fund were such as would en-
able the deficit to be reduced. I maintain
tliat that is not the position ait all.

Ron, .T. J1 Holmes: If you reduced the
deficit by abiout £E328,00 and paid about
£3) S,000 less into the sinking fun,], the dif-
ference is o11lY £10,000.

The MJNISTER FOR E.DUCATION: The
lion. member is qulite wrong. t -ie does not
follow me at all. Perhaps the matter is sonme-
what difficult.

The PRESIDENT: I wish to point out that
ini connection with an extended answver to a
question which has been put, it will he far
better to allow tho Minister to give his figures
without interruption.

The NITSTER FOR EDUCATION: I
wvant to let hon. nmembers know what is clear
to my iind. J. want to show that so far as
the deficit is concerned, the reduction
inl the sinking fund has little hearing
enl the question. at all. I am aware
tlint tile redluction. in the sinking fund
has a greatt hearing on the finances of the
State; but, iii this particular instance, it has
been asserted that the position was not so
rosy as I said.

lion. A. Lovekin: Surely if last year you
had ]laid into the sinking fund thme same
amnount as in the preceding year, the deficit
would have heen so much more.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
statutory contributions by the Treasury to
the sinking fund are handed over to the Sink-
ing Fund Trustees for investment. Mr. Rir-
wan's idea u-as to showy that thme Governient
had not donte so well as 'I suggested, and that
they should not tbe too jubilant over their
success. He inferred that during 1922-23
only £410,000 was paid by the Treasury into
the sinking fund. Such wag not the case. I
will tell lion, members what was contributed,
and also the cause which led to the sinking
fund not being so largely augmented during
last financial year as in the previous financial
year. The figures in the first column of re-
turn No. 13, to which I have already all,,ded,
show the amount which came from the Treas-
u ry. The balance represents interest, etc.,
from contributions already invested by thep
trustees. During 1921-22 the contributions
to the sinking fund, as shown in the Treas-
urer 's Financial Statement, were £322,130.
But, in addition to the amount paid in by the
Treasury, the sinking fond makes money by
way of interest on investments, discounts on
purchases, and so forth. Ia 1921.1922 these
were £416,066. In the same year the fund
was reduced by redemptions, £9,600. Thus
the net increase in the sinking fund for that

1029



1030 [COUNCIL.]

year "'as £9728,596. For 1922-23 the contri-
butions to the sinking fund, as shown in the
Trea~nrer 's Fina iwial Statement, w(srt-
£242,319). In that year the fund made money
by way of interest on investments, discount
oii purchases, etc., amounting to £351,879. In
1922-23 the fund "'as reduced by redemptions
to the extent of £183,307. That amount of
R1,307 was taken from the sinking fund
to pay off loans. TJherefore; the earning
capeity of the sinking fund was also less than
it would have been it that amount had not
been withdrawn. It must be clearly under-
stood that the only way in which the sinking
fund affects the deficit is by the actual
amiount of cash contributed t0 the fund by
the Treasury; that is, the statutory contribu-
tions to the fund which are due in each finan-
cial year.

1-on. A. Lovekin: That is begging thle
w'hole question,

The IMI4ISTEE FOR EDUCATION: No.
We are not dealing with the position as it
appears to M.\r. Rirwan and' INr, Lovekin.

The PRESIDENT: I suggest that you sim-
ply miake your statement.

The MINISTER FOE EDUCATION: I
wsill do that, Sir; but I have been inter-
rupted. as you must admit. The statutory
contributions to sinking fund were £281,060
in 1921-22, and £223,917 in 1922-23, or a
difference of £57,143. That is the difference
in the actual contributions in cash by the
Treasury to the sinking fund during the re-
spective years quoted. I hope that is clear.

The PRESI[DENT: You are now asking
for interruptions.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
decrease was due principally to redueeo con-
tributions on account of the Goldfields Water
Scheme, £37,500, and the Great Southern
Railway £10,500, making a total of £54,000,
which it was not necessary to pay into the
sinkring fund, as there was sufficient in the
respective sinking funds to meet obligations
at maturity.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Surely the reveaue bene-
fited by that, and the deficit 'Was accordingly
less.

The MINISTER FOE EDUCATION: In
the Budget the position was shown thus: In
1921-22 the contributions to the fund were
£322,130, anid in 1929-23 they were £242,319,
or a decrease of £79,811. These figures are
as on the 31st March in each year, whereas
the Budget figures are for the financial year
ending 30th June, which makes a difference.
I think that ought to be quite clear. As
already explained, in addition to the amounts
paid by the Treasury, the fund earns money
by way of interest on investment, discount on
purchases, etc. In 1921-22 these were £,416,-
066, and in 1922-23 they were £351,879, or a
decrease of £64,187. That is explained by a
return I have here showing that the discounts
in 1922 were much greater than in 1923. In
1922 Western Australian 3%, per ceiit. stocks,
payable in 1935, were quoted at £77, and pur-
chased by the money available for sinking

fund operations. In 1923, the same stoel'
cost £94, This &xplains the position. Thc
fund was further reduced by redelaption5
amounting in 1921122 to £9,600, and in 1922-
23 to £183,307, or an increase of £173,707.
This shows that the Government took f rom
the sinking fund £173,707 more in 1923 than
in 1922. 1 think that is what the hon. mema-
ber really wants to know. He wants to know
'why that was done, and why the sinking fund
appeared so much less this year than last
year. 1. think the explanation I have given
is quite clear. The whole difference is ac-
counted for by decreased contribution on ac-
count of the Coolg-ardie water scheme and the
Groat Southern railway, by thle redemipt ions,
and the lesser earning by the fund, these giv-
ing a total of £:317,705), as I have already
explained. I do not know whether I have
cleared uip the position. Still I have made
a clear statement showing why the sinking
fund has been reduced, and' showing also the
position the Government have taken up.

Personal Explanation.

H~on. 3. W. -Kirwan: May I say a. few
words by way of personal cxplanation9

The President: Any discussion would be
out of order. The Minister has put the mat-
ter as clearly as possible, and that should be
the end of it. If the hon. member wishes to
mnake a, brief p)ersona~l exPlanation, I am pre-
pared to hear it.

Hon. 3. W Kirwan: I thank the Minister
for his reply to mny question. Furthermore,
I am quite in accord with his statement of
the financial position. He said very little
with which I was not thoroughly acquainted,
but evidently he misunderstood my contention
from beginning to end. I was looking at the
financial position, not from the point of view
of the Government, but from the point of
view of the country. The Minister has dis-
cIIssedl it from the Government viewpoint. I
wvant to know was the country any better off
financially by reason of the reduction of the
deficit.

The President: I do not want you to argue
this question nowv.

Hon. 3. W. Kirwan: It is purely ant ex-
jlanation. The deficit was reduced by
£E327,000 last year, as compared with the pre-
dions year; but, since the sinking fund was
not increased by £317,705, as compared with
the previous year, I ask where is the -ad-
vantage to the country I There is that £10,000
advantage; but, apart from that, if the defi-
cit is reduced and the sinking fund accumu-
lations are not increased there is no advant-
age to the financial stability of the country
as a whole. That was my contention through-
out.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, leave of

absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to the Hon. 3. W. Hickey (Central) on the
ground oi nu-gent private business.
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BILL-FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDINENT.

Second Rending.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J1. Ewing-South-West) [4.;5] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill, largely
ail amending measure, has for long been
required by thle friendly societies of West-
ern Australia in order to fill the position
set out in the Act of 1894 and its amend-
ments. Since that original Act becanme law,
several amending Acts have been passed.
Lu addition to the original Act itself there
is but one section of one of those amend-
ing Acts which it is now intended to amend.
If the Bill becomes law, the Act and its
amendinents will be consolidated, soi that the
whole of the laws relating to friendly
societies shall hle uinder one cover. In order
to facilitate the passage of the Bill, give
the greatest possible explanation, and allow
members to follow the amendmuents required
in the Original Act, T am having the original
Act and its amendments laid on the Table.
It was proposed to print them all, but that
appeared to be rather premiature; it might be
costly and, moreover, I do not think it
would give the same inforrmation to hon.
members. Consequently I have asked that
all the Acts be distributed amongst mem-
bers so that they may follow the proposed
anmenduents. Let Ine review the history of
friendly societies in Western Australia. The
first society was registered in 1837, and was
known :is the Sons of Australia. It has
since been dissolved. The earliest legisla-
tion was an enactment by the Legislative
Council fin 1863, just 60 years ago. The
preamble to that Bill stated that it was
desirable to encourage friendly societies
and to afford protection to the nmembers of
such societies against fraud and the mnisap-
plicatioii of their fund%. Sottne of these
societies took exception to that on thme
ground that nothing of the kind could occur.
At all events, the Bill was passed. It is
thle duty of the Government to protect all
sections of the community, and in passing
the Bill of 1894 the Government of the day
appointed a registranr. A registrar has been
in office ever since. The duties of the regis9-
trar have been considerable, Ile has had to
make actuarial valuations concerning the
societies every year. This has entailed a
vast amount of work. These valuations
have enabled societies to see at at glance
exactly where they were, and have been of
great advantage to them. Statistics have
to be kept by tile Registrar of the societies'
mortality and sickness. Investigations are
inade into the financial position of the
societies. They are safeguarded iii every
way by the Government. It must be Con-
ceded that the Goverument are doing a con-
siderable amount of work for them, work
that is of a valuable and laudable nature.
I understand this work is much appreciated
by the friendly societies. They realise that
the Government, in incurring this expense
in connection with their organisations, arc

assisting them, and probably putting them
on the right track when they might get on
the wrong one. ]In 1895, the year after the
1894 Adt was passell, there were 37 branches
of friendl., societies in this State, a niem-
hership of 2,587, and funds to the value of
£ 24,007. Since then considerable advances
have been made. [it 1922 there were 972
branches, 20,000 nmemhers, and funds to the
value of £831,154. The growth of these
societies has been very great. I am sure
the benefits to the community have also
been great by reason of these increased
funds and this increased membership.
Probably the membership affects very many
inore pople t han those who are designated
as members. If we take a family to consist
of from three to five persons we can multi-
ply the 20,000 members iy from three to
five. There was an amnendmnent to the Act
byv which contributions fromi those on active
service werte for the time being held in
abeyance. That is not included in this Bill.
It was dlone away with, by proclamation a
considerable time ago. The main provisions
of the Bill are important. It will be per-
mnissible for societies to include in their
objects the guaranteeing of the perforim-
ance of duties by officers or servants. The
continued existence of a specially author-
ised society for that purpose will be no
longer necessary. The special society has
been done away with, this having made
things easier and cheaper for the societies.
One of the most important provisions in the
Bill is thle inrense in sick pay from 40s. to
60s., and the increase in the limit of insur-
ance from a gross sumn of £]O0 to £300. The
latter amendment is considered necessary
on account of the increased cost of living,
and the fact that the sovereign is not worth
what it was fin 1894. The extra £:1 a week
and the extra £200 insurance are fully justi-
fied. The trustees of societies have, under
the Act, to sign all documents. All the
trustees have to sign the documents. This
is considered a difficulty. In some eases
there are five trustees, aind it is necessary
to get the signature of all before, for in-
stance, a document can hie lodged in the
Lands Titles office. It is proposed to make
it possible for three trustees to effectively
sign any, document. This will constitute a
great improvement. Societies will have
general powver to borrow for society pur-
poses, and will be empowered to raise money
by the hypothecation of their securities.
this Bill will give then, power to t~ork in
any direction of this sort that will be for
the benefit of the societies. For the pur-
pose of administration the year will be
changed] from the calendar year to the finan-
cial year ended 30th June. The reason
assigned for this is that in December the
weather is hot, and it is thought better that
the annual meetings. should be held in the
cooler months. A society with Consolidated
benefit funds for all its branches will, under
the Bill, be required to furnish only one
annual return of income expenditure funds
and effects of the society and its branches.
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Heretofore a separate return for the society
and each of its branches has been required.
The Bill provides for the admission of mema-
bers under 21 years of age or from birth.
At present a child cannot be admitted
unless it is three years old. It is right
that a child on the day of its birth
should, through its parents, have thle ad-
vantage of the operations of one of these
societies. The Bill permnits any person over
the age of 18 to be eligible for the office of
chairman or vice chairman. 'No minor will
be able to hold any other office than, these.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about the posi-
tion of secretary?

The 7kI11 SISTER FOR EDUCATION:T
Members may consider this age too young
for such an office. The societies want to be.
ablo to train these young inea to hold more
important positions and to carry on the bus-
iness in a proper manner. It is considered
that when they are 18 years old they lin
reached the age of discretion. This announts
to an educational test, and probably only a
few of the young mna will be called upon to
fulfil these duties.

lIon. J. Duffell: They will have, been well
trained by that time-

The MINNISTER FOR EDUCATION:
When a youth reaches that age he should be
encouraged to take an interest in all things
that appertain to his welfare and the welfare
of his fellow beings. I do not think the age
is too young, and I regard this ais a. step in
the right direction. Provision has also been
made for the formation of societies or
branches consisting wholly of persons under
16 years. Such societies will be governed by
regulation.

Hon. J1. Duffell: They are preparatory
societies.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
'Yes. Thes regulations will be stlel as to
guide themn in the right direction, and will
see that they are conducted on right lines. Ift
the young members get into the work at this
age they will perhaps be more capable of
holding office later on in other sociuties.

Honn. HE. Bonn: Is there any limit to old
age?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
These are important amcadi*2nts which comn-
mnend themselves to me. The Bill makes See-
tion 10 of the Trustees Act of 1900 applicable
to the trustees of friendly societies. This
section will be incorporated in the Bill. The
section means that before any actual sales
of properties take place valuations must be
made by independent competent valuers, with
a view to seeing that the loan does not exceed
tire-thirds of the value of the property. This
is a good innovation, and the safety margin
of one-third will be a nseful one. T commend
this section of the Trustees Act to the notice
of members. The provision will enable socie-
ties to lend money under more advantageous
and safer conditions. The powers of trustees
in respect of securities on which they can

invest money is to be considerably enlarged.
WVe have the greatest Ponfidence %n these
societies. They are well governed and well
managed. This is their own wish and no
doubt ill meet iwith the app~robation of incas-
hers. There has been a difficulty about the
registration of trustees in the Titles Office.
Every deced has had to be signed by the trus-
tees, and taken hither and thither before all
the signatures could be obtained. This has
involved a great amount of circumlocution
each time a registration has had to be
effected. It is proposed to register the names
of the trustees in the office of the registrar,
and things will then go right through without
ny further trouble. With regard to pay-
ments to be made on the death of children
under 10 years of age, the Bill alters the law
in such a way as to bring it into harmony
with the Commonwealth Life Assurance Act
of 1906. This has regard to payments to be
made to children from the age of one to ten.
For the first year the payment is £6; for the
.second £6; for the third £7; for the fourth
£8; for the fifth £E9; for the sixth £610; for the
seventh £E28; for the eighth £86; for the ninth
£40; and for ten years £46. This is likely* to be
advantageous to the societies in this State.
There is a compulsory clause compelling socie-
ties to register. There are three or four un-
registered societies at present. It seems to be
the wish of the association and those in
charge. of friendly societies that all should be
registered, and the Bill will make this com-
-pulsory. Care has been taken in the prepara-
tion of the Bill. Every clause has been
closely inquired into and earnestly thought
out , and compared with the Act of 1894 and
its amendments.

Hon. J.* Nicholson: Has it been considered
by the friendly societies and approved?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The Bill is brought down at their instigation.

Hon. J. Didfell: They are considering it
now.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I propose to give members every opportunity
to refer this Bill to the different societies in
which they are interested.

Hon. T1. Duffell: That has already been
done.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I sin very glad to hear it. Perhaps a week
or ten days wilt be sufficient to enable those
interested in the matter to consider thme Bill,
and bring forward any amendments that may
be desired. When the Bill has passed the
second reading I propose to adjourn the Com-
inittee stage to enable members to place their
amendments on the Notice Paper. I hope
when we do come to consider it in Committee
ire shall do so more expeditionsly, ia such cir-
cumstances, than would otherwise be the ease.
I move-

That the Bill be nw read a second time.

On motion. by Ron. J1. fluffel], debate ad-
journed until 23rd October.

1032



(9 OvToaza, 1923.1 13

MOTION-WATER SUPPLY DEPART-
MENT BY-LAWV.

To disallow.

Debate resumed from 4th October on the
following motion by Hon., A. Lovekin:-

That by-law 1,32 (1a), made under the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Act, 1909, be and is hereby dis-
a!towed.

l{on. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan-in re-
ply) [5.15]: 1 bad arranged with the Mlin-
ister that as there would probably be a small
House to-day, I should not go on with the
motion, Ia those circumstances I left my
notes at home,

The 'Minister for Education: That is a
good thing!

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Minister made
a very full reply to me, and I took the state-
mnents made iby him and placed them
side by side with items relating to the same
matters from the departmental report. I in-
tended to put the two statements before hion.
members and ask them to consider whether
the reports we receive are of any value. I
do not think the explanation that the Min-
ister gave to the question submitted to him by
Mr. Kirwan was required in face of the
figures put before the House. There was no
necessity for any such explanation. If there
was any necessity for it, we should remember
that the statements which have appeared in
the reports cannot be of much value. Mem-
bers evidently cannot depend upon those re-
ports, because the Minister puts before us
quite different statements.

The Minister for Education: That is not
correct.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: At any rate, the
Minister puts up statements that camouflage
the position as dealt with in the report. -Ex-
actly what has been done regarding the reply
to Mr. Sirwan's question hass happened in
regard to. this motion. Mr. Kirwan 's ques-
tion was perfactly plain. I do not think~ it
was necessary to deal with the matter as the
Minister did. In effect he said the position
last year was that £1,000 was paid into the
sinking fund, and that there was a deficit of
£1,000. This year the deficit is still £1.000,
but £500 only has been paid into the sinking
fund, and thus the deficit is reduced by £500.

The Minister for Education: That is not
the position.

Hon. J. WV. Kirwan: The financial position
in such circumstances would not be improved.

The Minister for Education: That is not
the position.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not see the
necessity for the Minister mentioning many
of these things that have nothing to do with
the question at all.

The Minister for Education: They have
everything to do with it.

Ron. A. LOVEKIN: The same thing ap-
plies in connection with the motion. The
Minister says we cannot afford to disallow

the regulations, because there would be a
loss. Hle proceeds to show, according to
figures, that there has been a loss in con-
nection with water supply of £6,743. While
that would appear ton he the position from the
statistics, it is very curious that daring the
period the Labour Government were in power
the Water Supply Department showed profits
of £12,700, £12,400, £1.4,400, £E18,900, £E14,900.

Hon. T. Moore: The water supply was well
looked after and administered in those days.

Hon. A. LOVE KIN: I do not kuo'xv what
was; the cause of it, but water was much
cheaper thea than it is now and far better.
Then caine the change of Government, and
for same reason or other the proft for the
niext year was only £6,S00. fn the next year
it was £3,200. From that year onwards the
figures changed to the other side of the
ledger, and the next year showed a loss of
£1,600, then a loss of £6,600, followed by a
loss of £ 3,700, and finally last year a loss of
£6,700. I do not know how those losses
could have rcs~led, but there are the figures;
they speak for themselves. It seems rather
peculiar that big profits should be turned
into big losses, more particularly as there is
more revenue coming in now from increased
rates and there is more water sold.

Hon. F, 13. S. Willmott: It shows the dan-
ger of touching water too much,

Hon. A- LOVEKIN: That is the present
position of the scheme.

Hon. A.. T. H, Saw: Has no other com-
modity gone up besides water?

Hon. A. LOVEKEN: What has that to do
with the question? There may be good or
badl reasoiis for other increases.

Hon. J. E. Dodd:- In what year did the
bigz drop take place?

Eoa. A. LOVEKIN- In 1916-17 after the
new Government came into poivcr. The ina-
ister says we cannot afford that loss, ant!
that Perth and the metropolitan area gener-
ally must pay for the water supplied. I
agree with that contention. 'Mr. Kirwan
says that charge must not become a burden
on the general taxpayer. We who reside in
the metropolitan area also agree with that
conntention, but unfortunatel,) it does not ap-

HY- nil rouind. It is a mratter for regret that
half the people of this State live in the mietro-
politan area, but they pay two-thirds of the
taxation. When there is a loss upon some of
these concerns, including the goldfields water
supply, the general taxpayer has to shoulder
the burden.

lion. P. E. S. Willmott: The metropolitan
people send in their income tax papers, but
we in the country have to provide the money
to pay their taxes.

Hon. A. LOVEXtIN: The people in the
metropolitan area are paying a fair share of
their own taxation, in addition to the taxes
they contribute towards other schemes. I do
not mind mentioning the goldifields water sup-
ply scheme, because I know I cannot get any
support from '.\r. Tiirwan on ihat point. For
the last 12 years, however, the metropolitan
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area has been footing the bill to the extent
of £90,000 odd, representing the loss on that
goldfields water supply scheme, which has to
be borne by the general taxpayers. Mr.
Moore spoke about the Geraldton water sup-
ply. I notice there is a loss of £3,000 per
year under that head.

lion. T. Moore: We have never had a Water
sopply scheme there.

lion. A. LOVEKIN: I do not know what
scemne you have had, but the figures show
there has been a loss.

lion. T. Mloore: The Government always
failed to provide us with a proper scheme.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I know the Govern-
meat supplied Geraldton with salt water, and
Perth has been supplied with dirty water.
The fact remains that a loss has been in-
curred, whether the water was salt or dirty,
and the general taxpayer has had to bear
that burden. 'Tlis is only camouflage, and
enables tile Government to make use of the
department as a taxation machine. They
arc doing that, just as the Minister endea-
voured to camouflage the position regarding
the deficit this afternoon.

The Minister for Education:. The Govern-
meat are not good at camouflaging.

Hfon. A. tOVEIN: I stand solely upon
the statement nuirde by the Minister.

Lion. A. J1. It. Saww Which stalcuienti
lion. A. LOVEK.IN: Not the one he made

to-dav, because I do not think that state-
mnent will hold water. I1 refer to the spseeen.
lie made the other day when discussing this
motion. The Minister said there were 67,
000 worth of debentures on whirl, I per cent.
sinking fund hatd to be paid, and by this
mecans th scheme would pay itself off in i.L
years. In addition, there were the interest
charges to be paid. He also said that the
Bill for the metropolitan sc-home would have
to be footed by the metropolitan area. .I aTA
at one with the 'Minister in that contention.
If we take 1 per coat. on the ainount of de-
bentures issued], we find that it represents an
annual payment of £E6,766. Interest, too, has
to lie paid on what is owed. We must re-
mnember, however, that seie debentures, by
reason of the payments into the sinking fond,
bare been paid off, and] obviously tn Interest
should be paid on those amounts.

The Minister for Education: Yes; in this
case. The paymients are made under the
original scheme-

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Does the Minister
suggest that any scheme is reasonable which
asks interest to be paid on capital which.
does not exist? If the Minister says that-
which is exactly what the Minister does say
-then it is camouflage to attempt to mnake
apparent a loss that really does not exist. It
is a fact that £E288,000 worth of debentures
bare been paid off by reason of the sinking
fund and other payments. There was once &1
surplus of £21,000. That money should have
heen used to redeem debentures. I have no
objection to that, but when those debentures
are redeemed, surely interest payments must
stop on the amounts involved. NO one can

afford to pay interest on money fromn which
no benefit is derived. We' had £17,67t charged
up against the scheine for sinking fund pay-
inents, whereas only £6,760 was all that was
properly chargeable, leaving 110,000 which
the MTinister now says is additional interest
on the debentures, although a.t the same time
we have to pay, according to the -Minister, on
the total amnount.

The Minister for Education: That is the
arrangement that was made in London.

Hon. A. LOVELCIN: These are not Lon-
don 6ebentures. I's it right and fair to
charge £:10,905 interest on capital which does
not exist, and then say that the scheme
makes a loss? It would not be tolerated in
anll)cprson's private business concerns.

The M.\inister for Education: If that were
not done, the scee could not pay for itself
within 41 years.

Lion. A. lOVER.IN: Of course it could.
The Governtrent ieee ito right, after redeem-
ing £E288,000 worth of debentures, to continue
elharging interest on the total amount.

The Minister for Education: That is the
actuarial payinent which has to be made in
connection with the scheme.

Hon, A. iOVCKIN: I cannot uinderstand
the M.%inister's statemnent. The payment of .3
per centt. into the sinking fund eliminated the
Coolgardie water scheme in 15 years, and
at that rate it would eliminate the one under
discussion in ten years.

Tit Minister for Education: Not at all.
Hon. A. LOWEHIN: You would practic-

ally have 4 per cent, payments.
H~on. J1. J1. Holmes: In any case, as liabili-

ties decrease, so the interest shouid decrease.
Non. A. LOVEKIN: That is so. Hon.

inenihers can see how the position has been
camouflaged. The department, if they have
an accumulated profit of £E21,000, take it into
their balance sheet as an asset, instead of
placing it on the other side of the ledger as
at reduction of capital, so that the interest
payments shtall be reduced. On the Min-
ister's own showing, E10,000 is being paid by
this scheme as interest on capital that does
not exist, and the loss is £C6,000. I am ask-
ing that E1,500 be wiped off water for in-
dustrial purposes.

The Minister for Education: YOU are mov-
ing to strike out the whole by-law.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Simply 'because we
hare no other means of dealing with it. If
we disaillow the whole by-law, the department
can put up a new by-law. I do -not wish to
interfere with anything else. The Minister said
that even industrial water would involve a
loss of £E4,500. The departmental return
shows that the total value of industrial water
is £4,400, and reducing it 6d. per 1,000 gal-
lcons will mean £1,500. That is not very
much, bitt it represents one of the little aids
to industry required in this State. Refer-
ence has been made to Victoria's income tax
of 6A.as against ours, and their charge for
water for industrial purposes, ad. as against
our Is. 6d. The proposed reduction is only
£1,500 and T hare shown that we have £;10,000
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honestly iii hand out of which we can make
this reduction without causing any loss to the
scheme. The 'Minister, probably' in order to
dissuade members from voting for the no-
tion, said the loss next y-ear would be
£18,000. How does he arrive at that?

ion. J. J. Holmes:- There has been an in-
creaise of about £C80,000 in the assessment
values.

HeIn. A. LOVEKIN: Yes. How can the
Minister contemplate such a loss unless the
department are going to inanoeuvre accounts?

Non. J. 'M. Mfacfarlane:. The assessment 7

went tip £9)7,000 last year and are going
strong this Year.

Hon. A. TOVEKIN: Quite- so. The Gov-
ernment will supply no niorc water, but they
will get Is. iat the pound fronm the increased
assessments, is. extra fromt sewerage, and 6d.
extra front storm water, due simply to the in-
creased assessmients. and not to any increased
work. How can the Glovernment show a
los5? If there is any trialiagement at
all, it wunild be imposs9ible to show
a loss. I shall allow the case
to rest on the points submitted by the Min-
ister. He contends we should pay interest
on capital that does not exist, and then
claims that the scheme shows a loss, and be-
cause of that loss he is going to penalise and
hamper the little industries we are trying to
cultivate. I hope the House will agree to my
motion. As far back as I can remember, the
scheme has been shockingly managed. I be-
lieve Mr. Bose proposes to take a trip to Eng-
land next year. -No doubt be will find his
way to St. ratul 'a Cathedral and there he will
read an inscription-"- Si monumeatomn re-
quiris, cireumspice ' -whicht translated runs,
''If you seek his nionunieiit, look around.''
That was erected in honour of the archi-
tect, Sir Christopher Wren, anti the same
inscription might well be written over the
waterworks department. These waterworks
were offered to the city for half the money
at which they were purchased by the Govern-
ment two years later. The Government paid
£400,000 odd. If we take the reports year
by year, it i-il be seen that thousands of
pouinds have been spent on surveys in. the
hills, water gaugings and such like things.
Similar surveys were made in the days of
Mr. C. Y. O'Connor and Mr. Oldham, but we
still continue to make them.

N-on. J1. J. Holmes: And istructions are
seat to the surveyors to stay out as there is
nothing for them to do here.

Hfon. A. LOVEKIN: Every year the esti-
mates of this unfortunate scheme showr con-
tingencies, £6,000, made up of tea money,
neWspapers and periodicals, typewriters and
addling machines. The department must be
full of adding machines by this time. I do
not know why tea money should be required.
There are quite a number of clerks to do
very little work. However, they manage, by
hook or by crook, to spend the money each
year. Mr. Macfarlane mentioned about a
Minister going into his office at 11 am. and
finding officials, with their legs on the tables,

reading the newspapers. If we provide news-
papers and period icals, it is obvious that we
should provide time for the s.taff to rteadl and
study them.

The 'Minister for Education: Yon do not
believe that.

Ron. JI. J. H~olmes: The City Council
would collect the water rates for a nominal
sum.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: We have 60 odd
clerks taking- out rate notices, whereas an
extra line printed on the municipal and road
boards rate notice would enable the rates to
be collected with small cost. Apart from the
cost of admninistration, the losses to the
scheme are enormous. I notice that the de-
partmient laid a pipe from the hills; it was
laid in the wrong place, and they now recoin-
mend it be taken up and placed further in-
land at a cost of £;15,000.

Roa. J. Nicholson: That is the method by
which the profit of £12,000 was converted
into a loss of £6,000.

Hon. A. JOVEKIN: That £15,000 will be
added to the capital. If you wvish to see the
monument, look around. You see scrapped
bores staring you in the face at the Cause-
way and in Well in gton-street.' A bore is put
dowvn at a. cost of a few thousand pounds and
buildings arc provided, and then there is no
further use for either. At Osborne Park a
couple of bores were put down, and there is
no use for them. Pumping plants and big
pipes have been put in, and all are of no use
at all. In the park can be seen a house
erected at a cost of some thousands of pounds
for the engineer, but the engineer no longer
requires it nd it is occupied hty a caretaker.
The cost, of course, is added to the price of
the water. The Premier's latest scheme pro-
vides for a 3Oin. pipe front Mt, Eliza to
Premantle through country only sparsely oc-
cupied. What for? To supply Premantle
with six million gallons of water per day.
The total consumption at Fremantle is only
1,200,000 gallons at present and most of that
is obtained through the gaol pumps. It will
he many years before Fremantle requires six
million gallons a day from Perth, and long
before that time the S0in. pipes will be de-
cayed and gone. All this adds to the capital.
Last year we had 31.f. million gallon! of
storage in the metropolitan area. The Gov-
ernment seem to have lost their heads eve?
the shortage at North Perth last summer.
Instead of providing a reasonable increase of
storage, they propose thirty million gallons,
or more than double what exists to-day.

Hon. J. M. 'Macfarlane: Only three days'
supply in summer time.
- Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The enormous ex-
pense involved may be warranted in 30 or
40 years'I time, but there is no reason for in-
curring such a big outlay at present and
burdening consumers with interest charges.
The trouble last summer was due not to lack
of storage but to inability to pump suffcient
water on a hot day. The department do not
go the right way to get water. When I first
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came to this State, everyone in the metropoli-
tan area drew his own water from his own
well. There is plenty of water beneath Perth.
There is any quantity of first-elass water
running to waste under Mt. Eliza into the
river. Go to any point on the river, scratch
away the sand for 12 inches or 18 inches and
fresh water may be obtained.

Hon. A. J. HT. Saw: Is it good water?
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes.
Hon. A. J. HT. Saw: Have you ever heard

of bacillus coli in it?
lion. A. LOVEK]N: If filtering is of any

value, the "ater emnerging front Mt. 1Kliza
should lie excellent, because it passes through
millions of tons of sand as fine as snuff.
In King's Parik we sank a well 8 ft. din. deep
at filec foot of the notnt and erected a piumpI
oil it andi conveyed the wvater to the tp of
the hill. A little further along we tried to
(Trains a p~lot of land for a Chinese gardener
and put (towni a 4in. pipe and the wvater has
been running through that p~ipe full bore for
over tour years, winter and summner. It is
good wavter and anyone would be glad to hlive
it. Tite Swan Brewery, in the vicinity, gets
an u nlimiited supply of' excellent water frTom
the face of tile hill right under the reservoir
-1 dto not know whether it contains the coli
bacilli.

]lian. A. J. HT. Saw: I have swen notices in
the Park warning r~eople against drinking it.

Hon. A. LOVERIN: That refers to water
that conies fronm an exposed spring. It is
only right that we should advise people not to
drink the water that coiIcs froni springs that
run down a narrow track and to which cattle,
dogs and other p ninials have access. But
the water that comics from the hill, in days
gone by, was sup-plied to the public through
the drinking fountains in the park; the peo-
pIe often went there to drink it in preference
to that supplied in the metropolitan area.

Hion. . AT. -Macfarlane: And the park
water was cool, too.

Hon. A. LOVEXIN: The Swan Brewery
ha been using it for years.

Hon. A. J. HT. Saw: And they make beer
out of it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Good beer too.
Hon. R. J. Lynn: They cannot make beer

with the Perth water.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: There is an abundant

supply of this beautiful water uinder the re-
servoir, and it is not necessary to employ the
services of engineers to raise it. I suppose
that is the reason why it is not used.

liTon. J. Duffell: And now it runs into the
river.

ion. A. LOVEKIN: Yes, millions of gal-
Tons of it. There should never be a shortage
of water in Perth.

The Minister for Education: How would
you put it into the reservoir?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: There is a four-inch
pipe there already from which you could
pump a few million gallons of water daily.
You could increase the supply by providing
bigger pipes.

The PRESIDENT: I think the debate is
a little wide. It should be confined to the
ternms of the motion.

lion. A. LO'EKI~N: I have submitted
facts to show how the metropolitan scheme
has bee,, loaded. If what 1 have described
were happening in connection wiith the gold-
fields scheme in which Mr. ]{irwaa is inter-
ested, there would be a riot in Kalgoorlie.
'The people there would not tolerate it at any

pirice. Let ate refer to another injustice. The
iltrouiolitan scheme is cal led upon to pay
interest on its stores. There are £40,000
worth of stores. -What stores arc they? Cer-
tainly not tertis, because the report sets out
that the department cannot get suifficient
supplies. There are pipes, of course, and I.
ant told that there is a huge machine that
cost £5,000. This is kept in the store and the
schenme is paying interest onl the purchase
price. It is taken fron, the store whenever it
is desired] to (d0 any work departmentally in
the wv of constructing reservoirs, and at the
present time it is being used at Mt. Haw-
thorn. The goldfields scheme haes been
Charged interest on stores only in the last
two years. That scheme has a pipe line of
considerably over 300 miles in length and ex-
tensive pumping machinery, and obviously it
must require stoics more than the metropoli-
tan rehousne. I suppose the metropolitan
scheme's stores consist of pipes which must
be eating their heads off, because they are
nlot being used and therefore are not earning
money. The report tells us that some of the
work was found to be too expensive to con-
tinue mid therefore was stopped. The stop-
page camne about when half the nmaterial was
in the ground. I suppose the other half is
still in the store. I hope I have made the
position clear to lion. mem-bers, and that they
are convinced that the Scheme is not losing
money, and that my asking for a rednction
in the price of water for industrial purposes
from Is. 6id. to a Is. which will involve a
sumn of £.1,500, is not an unreasonable request.
I trust members w;ill vote for thle disallowance
of the regulation.

Question put and
following result:-

Ayes
Noes-

Hon,
Hon.
H-In.
Han.
Hon.
Hlon.
Hon.

W.' Carroll
H. H. Gray
.1. A. Greig
V. Hameraley
J. J. Holmes
J. W. Kirwan
A. Loveklin

Hon. J. Ewing
Hor. T. Moore
Ron. E. Rose

a division taken wvith the

-. .. .. 14
5

Majority for .- 9

Ayes.
Hon.
Hon.
I-in.
Hon.
Ho..
Hon.
Hon.

R. J. L~ynn
J. M. Macfarlane
J. Nieholson
A. J. H. Saw
H. saddon
Ff. Stewart
J1. Duffell

(Tell"r.)

Noss.
Hon. F. E. S. Willmott
Hon. A. Bnr,llI

I ~ (reue7-.)
Qoestion thus passed.
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ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the Registration of
Deeds Amendment Bill.

BILL-INSPECTIO-N OFE SCAFFOLDING.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
.1, Ewing-South-West) (5.5]3 in Moving
the second reading said: This is new legis-
lation so far as Western Australia is con-
cerned. Perth and Fremantle, as well as
other centres, are growing in importance, and
as building operations have been active in re-
ccint years, it w-as thought necessary to in.
troduce legislation to control the erection of
scaffolding. It Mnay be argued that buildings
of a considerable height and of a substantial
character have lately been erected in Perth
without mishap. We need only refer to St.
George's House,. the A.-M.P. buildings, and
the lately completed magni ficent structure,
the new Genkeral Post Office, in the erection
of which no accident took place. That is a
matter for congratulation, but it does not
follow that because in the past no accidents
have occurred, they are not going to occur in
connection with future building operations.
It is thought, and rightly, too, that on ac-
count of the increase in the value of pro-perty,
buildings in the future will be of a greater
number of storeys than has been the case in
the past. Consequently we shall require leg-
islation of the nature now proposed. Those
who are engaged in the building industry
consider it necessary that their lives should be
protected, and that legislation should be
passed to provide for their safety, as has
been done in the ease of miners. Undoubt-
edly, building operations are at times hazard-
ous and this kindI of legislation should be
welcomed]. No statistics have been kept show-
ing the numiber of accidents that have hap-
pened in Western Australia, hut turning to
Queensland, we find that out of 115 fatal ac-
cidents in 1917, no fewer than 29 were due
to falls. It would be no exaggeration to at-
tribute half of these as falls from buildings.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do you know that
the fall was the cause of death, though?

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I have endeavoured to get all the informia-
tion I can. I1 do not know whether these
men fell out of trees or motor cars, but I
soyj that in all probability a considerable pro-
portion of the falls were from scaffolding.
It would be no exaggeration to attribute half
of these eases to falls from buildings. The
Queensland insurance report states that out
of 7,849 claims, 1,214, or about 16 per cent.,
were due to falls. The compensation paid on
this account amounted to £E21,612 out of a
total of £111,081. In other words, nearly 20

per cent. of the whole of the compensation
Paid related to claims for injuries due to
falls. Again, I say that I cannot state the
number of falls which wore fronm scaffolding
or high buildings.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: And you do not know
whether the men who fell were workmen.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The bon, mnember mnay rest assured that a
numiber of these falls were due to some care-
lessness in connection with scaffolding, or in
connection w.ith some other hazardous ocen-
pat ion. The United States Department of
Labour consider the causes of industrial ac-
cidents an imiportant question. From an in-
vestigation into conditions in the State of
-New York, they- found that in two years the
accidents in building and engineering trades
amounted to 28 per cent. of the accidents in
all industries. Therefore, in the State of
New York 28 per cent. of the accidents arose
from falls from buildings, presumably.

lion, R. J, Lynn: Presumably.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The lion, member can satisfy himself on that
poinit. I am11 $tnre that, these insurances are
not paid to 'people who have fallen in the
course of motor rides. They would be paid
to people injured in the course of hazardous
Occupations. The great majority of them
Must be caused by falls8 from scffolding or
buildings.

Huoi. H. Stewart: Perth buildings are not
like New York buildings.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Sonic of those men
niight have fallen down a well.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
In the State of Wisconsin-an investigation
covering 21,874 eases of injuries revealed that
the accidents caused by falls from scaffolding
and buildings ranked fifth in a classification
numbering 60 causes of accidents.

lIon. W. Carroll: Where are those figures
from?9

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Wisconsin.-

Hon. W. Carroll: Why not give us Alustin-
lian figures?

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon, member must. be deaf. I have quoted
Australian figures-Queensland figures, for
instance. I do not intend to repeat them. 1
am ]iow quoting American figures, Our new
General Post Office for example, should have
been guarded by a scaffolding measure. We
were fortunate in having such competent
overseers in connection -with that building
that no accident occurred. The- conclusion
to be drawn from experience is that accidents
are numerous and that legislation is neces-
sary. The master builders and the architects
have been consulted regarding this Bill. There
are people -who, oppose the Bill. I do not
suppose they do it from any lack of desire to
protect life and limb. I presume their op-
Position Springs from a fear that by the en-
aetnient cf this legislation the cost of build-
ing may rise materially in this State. I do
not think any such result is likely to occur.

Hon. J1. J. Holmes: I see there is to be a
chief inspector under the measure.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
I will come to that in a moment.
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I-onl, 3. J. Holmes: Another department.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

WVithout safe scaffolding, there will be danger
to the lives of people walking in the street$.
This Bill seeks to protet those people just
the samne as the men working on high build-
ings. The minimum height to which the Bill
applies is Sit. That point has been. comn-
bated in another place, but I think the height
is reasonable, ais cottages are not likely to
conie under the Bill.

Ilcu. It. J,. Lynn: Are cottages exemipt?
The M11NISTER'l FOR. EIDtCATION\

I did not say that. Eight feet front
the horizontal line is the niiniinum hecight
to width the Bill applies. Somie People
wvanted to make the iniminum 4ft. How-
ever, the Minister who had charge of the
Bill in another place was satisfied that Sf1.
represented a fair ail reasonable nriniium.
Bue-ond Sft. one needs good and substantial
tackle, and it is also necessary that tile men
who tie the knots and put tip the scaffolding
shiall ke experienced in the work. It is
very easy to tie a knot that will untie and
thns endanger life. Something should be
dlone to see that the mn engaged in ereet-
lag scaffolding know how to tie knots.

Hon. 3. J1. Holmes: That will neessitate
another chief inspector.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Oh,
no!

Hon. J, J1. Holmes: There will be an army
of inspeetors tinder the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Bill provides for a chief inspector and other
inspectors, and for the right, uinder reserva-
tions, to those inspectors to Enter on build-
ings and inspect, scaffolding. It is proposed
to charge a fee for the work of inspection.
To sonie slight extent those fees will make
building more costly, but certainly not to
any material extent. There will be no
charge on the Government or un. anybody
else. The building contractor will make
provision for the fees in his tender price.

lion, R. .1. Lynn: Ultimately the tenant
will pay the fees.

The MNINISTE-R FOR EDUCATION:
Probably. But I am sure the hion. memiber
will iiot oppose the Bil, seeing that in the
industry fin which lie is engaged, coal
ruining, everything possible is dlone to safe-
guard life and limib. The lioni. member will
appreciate thle application of that principle
to the building trade, and 1. confidently look
to him to support this measure. Seeing that
there will be no charge on the Treasury, but
that the fees will be charged ieeidcutally,
-and that tile c;ost of building can in. the
result be increased but very slightly, I
confidently recommend the Bill to the House.
I move-

Vthat the BWt be now zcaa a second time.

Qu-'stiori put and passed.

Bsill read a second timie.

ADJOUR'NMENT-ROYAL SHOW.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

J. Ewing-South-West) [6.11]: I moe-
That the H ouse at its rishig adjourn to

this day week.

My reasons for the motion are that Royal
Show dlay is important ini the annals of W~est-
ern A ustralia, andi that I am loth to ask hion.
memnhbeis to conic back on Thursday for an
hotir, us this would break the continuity of
their eujoynent.

Question put and passed.

Rouse adjourned at 6.10 pi.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION-MIGRANTS, UNEMPLOY-
MENT AT NARBOGIN.

M r. JOHNSTON asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, Has any action been taken by his
department in regard to unemployed migrants
at Narrogin during the past three weeksY 2,
Is there a branch of the Labour Bureau at
Narrogin? 3, Are the names of all persons
looking for work at that branch recordedl
4, If not, will he have this done in future?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. The officer in charge of imemigration
personally interviewed inmmigrants who were
reported out of employment, and information
regarding situations, was telegraphed to themn
by the 'New Settlers' League. -, Yes; at the
Government Land Agency. 3, Yes. 4, An-
swered by No. 3.
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